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Yngvar Lundh Pål Spilling

Next Generation Internet as basis for 
empowerment and trust
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How come these guys didn’t think of that?

Source: http://www.michaelkaul.de/History/history.html
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India:  
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1973: Internet to 
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2014: Basic Internet 
Foundation
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http://www.michaelkaul.de/History/history.html
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Addressing the Challenges of  
an Inclusive Internet
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Inclusion

Access

Skills

Regulations

https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumenter/meldst11_summary/id2699502/?ch=1 

➡ Access for meaningful 
connectivity 

➡ Skills: digital literacy and 
local content 

➡ Regulations:   
➡ Inclusion: Gender divide 

“boys have the toys”

https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumenter/meldst11_summary/id2699502/?ch=1
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Source: Eleanor Sarpong, A4AI, Mar2021
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Meaningful Connectivity & Gender Divide 
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UNICEF, what we know about the gender divide…

36% of the population in Central and Eastern Europe is 
unconnected (19% Western Europe) 

ITU 2020, A4AI/Xalam Analytics

42% school-age children 3-17 years old in Easter Europe & 
Central Asia are unconnected at home 

UNICEF 2020

Women are 65% of European employees, but only 17% of 
European ICT workforce 

WEF 2020

75-80% of all connections in the Tanzania mobile network 
are 2G based 

Vodacom Foundation Tanzania, May2021

digwatch, Geneve Internet Platform, 2020
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Reality in Africa 
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Meaningful connectivity
Ana Maria 
Rodriguez, 
A4AI

IGF 2021, 
Katowice

7%

73%

4% 1%

56% 230%

1 GB subscription
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Scalable connectivity 
for meaningful access 
tailored towards the needs & capabilities
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Value creation 
Trust & confidence

Explore, Affection 
Opportunities

Empowerment, Work 
Digital Transformation

Self-actualisation 
Entertainment

InfoSpot 
10 GB/month 
<20 USD/month

Narrowband 
~5 Mbps  
58 USD/month

Community network 
50-100 Mbps 
200-500 USD/month

Mobile Broadband 
20 USD/month/person
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Village/Community Portal 
Skills & Value for the Community 
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Village server 
with locally stored 
information on 
health care etc.

The website will 
contain locally stored  
information on 
• Health 
• Entrepreneurship 
• Education 
• Agriculture 
• Financial inclusion  

(e.g. via Women 
Community Centers) 

Results in TZ: Knowledge increase 

Cysticercosis (TSCT)     6
0%  

Tuberculosis        
        

   30% 

HIV/AIDS        
        

        
13%

https://migoli.yeboo.com/health_information_dashboard.php
https://migoli.yeboo.com/health_information_dashboard.php
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45 schools connected Sep/Oct 2021

- parallel to 
GIGIconnect 
first phase 
- 5 Mbit/s 
over LTE 
(dedicated SIM cards) 
- 58 USD/
month 
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Siaya county

Kisumu county

sponsored by our  
premium partner Homa Bay county

45 schools,  
27501 students 
connected Sep/Oct 2021

https://basicinternet.org/premium-partner-dent-wireless/
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Scale-up Tanzania  
Catherine connects schools
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10 schools in Mar2021 

10.131 students connected 

427 teachers connected

50 schools with Vodacom 

Q1.2022 & 200 schools 
UCSAF Q4.2022
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Conclusion 
NGI for an empowered society

➡ Access:  
▪Freemium model for access 
(Internet Lite) 
▪InfoSpots & connected schools 
➡ Skills: Decentralised (regional/

local) Internet of value-creation 
➡ Regulations: “Road model”- free 

access for text & pictures 
➡ Inclusion: information access is 

free
11
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Background slides
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45 schools,  
27501 students connected Sep/Oct 2021
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Siaya county
Kisumu county

sponsored by our  
premium partner

Obama Mixed Secondary 
550 girls & boys

Bishop Linus Okok Girls  
High School, 1660 girls

Malele Mixed Sec 
575 girls & boys

Ratta mixed sec 
780 girls & boys

Bishop Okoth Girls Mbaga Sec 
1 750 girls

Kolweny Kingsway Sec 
342 girls & boysHomebay county

Ulafu Mixed Sec 
450 girls & boys

Ratta mixed sec 
780 girls & boys

St. Paul Oriang 
380 boys & girls
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Source: Eleanor Sarpong, A4AI, Mar2021
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The building blocks for Digital Empowerment
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“Our vision is  
to improve the life of every human  
through free access to 
information on the Internet….”


