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Tremendeous success  
by the DigI project
! Exciting team - so much knowledge 
! Reflection in the Norwegian government, Meld. St. 11 

(2019-2020) 
➡ Focus: Access, Skills, Regulations, Inclusion 
➡ other publications 

! Invitation to connect 500 schools in Ethiopia 
➡ (request for funding to NO gov.) 

! Requests from KE, RW, TZ, ET,… 
➡ Internet Society 
➡ 10 schools pilot with UCSAF (confirmed) 
➡ no other projects 

! Strategy for Sustainability 
➡ Free access to National Knowledge Platform
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Addressing the Priorities 
by 
! Report to Parliament 11 (2019-2020), 

Priorities 
➡ Access, skills, regulations, inclusion 

! “Boys have the toys” 
➡ digital divide in both devices  
➡ and mobile broadband access 

! Costs of Access 
➡ School connectivity (SDG indicator 4.A.1) 
➡ Digital Health for primary health facilities 
➡ Community involvement/digital 

transformation
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https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumenter/meldst11_summary/id2699502/?ch=1 
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Free Access to  
National Knowledge Portal
! National Knowledge Portal 

➡ Repository for Health Data,  
➡ Trustworthy Health Information 
➡ Digital Health Promotion (DHP) 
➡ Education 
➡ Digital Public Goods (DPGs) 

! Job creation and innovation 
➡ Governmental data sharing 
➡ Public-private partnership 

! Regulatory Framework 
➡ Free access to Knowledge Portal 
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Ghana has launched the Ghana.GOV.gh portal   
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Free access to information -  
in Ethiopia 
! Government Ethiopia - Agreement  

➡ “free access to health & education” 
➡ Ministry of Health  
➡ Ministry of Education 

! Ethio Telecom offers “zero rating” 
➡ Health (MoH): MoH.gov.et  
➡ Ephi.gov.et & Covid19.et 
➡ Education: National Digital Library 

NDL.ethernet.edu.et 

! follow-up from discussions after African 
Innovation Week (AIW2019)
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Addressing the need 
! School connectivity in Ethiopia 

➡ Total Project: connect all schools 
➡ Phase 1: 3.500 secondary schools 

! 6 months time frame, 35 Million USD 
➡ Phase 2: all secondary schools 

! time frame 2020-2022 

! Norway’s share 
➡ Connect 500 secondary schools 
➡ 45.950 NOK, 1 year project   

! Collaboration & Innovation 
➡ Competence building  
➡ Local deployment (Univ. & IBA Ethiopia & local 

ground) 
➡ Community empowerment (re-using)
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Realisation
! SchoolNet distribution 

➡ educational network by Ministry of 
Education (MoE) 

➡ national fibre on high-voltage 
lines 

➡ fibre to microwave 
! Microwave distribution 

➡ 0-5 km: point to multipoint 
➡ 5-15 km: point to point (mast) 
➡ >15 km: microwave relay mast 

! Local school 
➡ receive microwave antenna 
➡ local Wifi distribution: local 

network controller & school server
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Suggest plan for Ethiopia
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! Connecting 500 secondary schools is an excellent contribution  
➡ Demand by Ministry of Education, who also provides fibre (high-voltage line) 
➡ Fibre end-point with microwave radio, connectivity to schools 

! Answers directly to Norway’s priorities  
Meld. St. 11 (2019-2020): 
➡ Access - to schools and communities 
➡ Skills - through knowledge portal SchoolNet 
➡ Regulations - equal access 
➡ Inclusion - community connectivity 

! Continues existing cooperation 
➡ follow-up African Innovation Week 
➡ Centre of Excellence with Jimma & Ambo Univ.

http://BasicInternet.org
ttps://twitter.com/@Basic4all
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Success in Tanzania
! Agreed on connecting 10 schools  

➡ UCSAF finances CAPEX costs 
➡ Tigo joining, Vodacom requested 

! 80 units ordered (16May2020) 
➡ Brenda coordinates 
➡ Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda
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Open issues
! Connectivity: 

➡ last remaining villages 
➡ voucher update (software issue) 
➡ reporting back from usage (monitoring) 

! MoH study in Esilalei and Selela (Elibariki) 
! Sustainability 

➡ DigI results taken as first step for community networks 
➡ Proven “own support” by  

BOACSE, UDESCO, African Child, tzCNA 
! Impact on disease prevalence 

➡ reporting for HIV and TBc (district, regional, national)
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Example: 
Corona/COVID-19 video for African countries
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YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Bc3ojifPRlc 

Download (16:9)  
https://owncloud.basicinternet.org/

index.php/s/4gB1Zdux6CIx1yR Download (social media)  
https://owncloud.basicinternet.org/

index.php/s/jERKYmObsGcePBH
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Invitation to collaborate
! Free access to National Knowledge Portal  

➡ 1) Access - Information Spot per village 
➡ 2) Skills - Health, Edu on Knowledge Portal 
➡ 3) Regulations - Freemium model 
➡ 4) Inclusion - Free access for all 

#LeaveNoOneBehind 

! Internet Lite & Freemium model for access 
➡ free access to National Knowledge Portal for all 
➡ premium access to broadband 
➡ sustainable solution 

! New proposals (working hard)…
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At least one Information Spot  per village

“Providing Internet to the basic of the 

pyramid isn't a question of affordability, 

but rather a question of sustainability” 

Internet Governance Forum, Panel, WIN

+18 dB  

>20 km
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No magic, exist today…. 
Lightweight Protocols, e.g. AMP
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https://basicinternet.org/internet-lite-to-the-migoli-high-school/
https://basicinternet.org/internet-lite-to-the-migoli-high-school/?amp  

Full Web experience

Internet Lite - AMP experience
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