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Scientific Publication - How to Josef Noll

What have I done?

➡ no idea what I 
should write 
about 

➡ do I 
understand 
enough? 

➡ What is the 
topic?

2

Dr Kuulaa Qaqqabaa
Josef Noll

Mulugeta Gajaa



Scientific Publication - How to Josef Noll

From idea to paper 
nothing better than phdcomics.com 
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http://phdcomics.com
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The idea of the paper

➡ what could I write about? 
➡ “Tips and strategies on how to publish research papers in 

reputable journals” 
▪ do I understand it? - perhaps 
▪ is it publishable? - no 

➡ “The impact of school connectivity on rural development” 
▪much better title, though, can I publish? 
▪ let’s see 

➡ discuss with your supervisor 
▪ she/he has a long experience in crude ideas
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“The impact of school connectivity 
on rural development”

1.State of the art 
▪Which aspects have others worked on? 
▪What is my direction? 

2.Publishing - Select Journal  
3.Structure of my paper 
▪ find a good paper 
▪ “copy an existing structure” 

4.Writing - “a nightmare” 
5.Review & Publish
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1. State of the Art (SOTA)

➡ Web of Science 
➡ Google Scholar 
➡ elicit.org (AI-based) 
➡ Semantic Scholar 
➡ …
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(1) Be critical to literature 

outcome 

(2) build your opinion based on 

scientific evidence

http://elicit.org
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Quick overview 
elicit.org 
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➡ Broadband access 
➡ ICT 
➡ Governmental 

role 
➡ financing 
➡ health 
➡ economic impact

http://elicit.org
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What can “I” publish?

➡ Impact 
▪ how to measure? 
▪what is my model? 
▪ Randomised control trial? 
▪ digital data? 

➡ My method: review & interviews (“don’t 
have data”) 

➡ My output: Evidences & Gaps
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(3) Adopt a method from others 

  

(4) what is your output?
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2. Which Journal?

➡ Use the result of your literature 
analysis 
▪Where did you find good papers? 
▪ Ranking, e.g. Google Scholar 
▪ Impact for SSA 

➡ Discuss with colleagues 
▪ common analysis 

➡ Ask your supervisor
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3. Structure of my paper

➡ Use template from publisher, 
e.g.  
▪ IEEE template, ACM, … 

➡ “I love LaTeX” 
▪ focus on writing, not 

formatting 
▪Overleaf for collaboration 

➡ Learn from good papers
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(5) Structure and journal, learn 

from “best paper” 
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4. Writing
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(6) avoid “blank page” blockage
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“I don’t get writing done”

12

(7) add bullets/keywords to your 

paragraph

(8) create “open issues” for 

questions, things that come to your 

mind

(9) use “pomodoro” method:  

4 x 25 min

(10) write “something” first, then 

- revisit after some time  

-  print and read
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5. Review by your supervisor
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5. Review and Publish

➡ “you are good enough” 
▪ though ask friends/supervisor for comments 

➡ “a paper can always get better” 
▪make it very good, not perfect 
▪ after the review you  

➡ “don’t be frustrated to get a no” 
▪ a rejection is part of learning
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(11) Get Things Done (GTD) 

… and send in



what have I forgotten?

(1) Be critical to literature 
outcome 

(2) build your opinion based on 
scientific evidence

(3) Adopt a method from others 
  

(4) what is your output?

(5) Structure and journal, learn 
from “best paper” 

(7) add bullets/keywords to your paragraph

(8) create “open issues” for questions, things that come to 
your mind

(9) use “pomodoro” method:  4 x 25 min

(10) write “something” first, then 
- revisit after some time  
-  print and read

(6) avoid “blank page” blockage

(11) Get Things Done (GTD) 
… and send in


