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Health Platforms and Health Portal 

➡ Upstream

▪ Health Information Systems Platform 

(HISP, DHIS2.org)


➡ Sensor on Chip

▪ Bio-sensor

▪ integrated analysis


➡ Big Data

▪ Epidemiology

▪ Artificial Intelligence (AI)


➡ Downstream

▪ Digital Health Promotion (DHP)

▪ Community Health
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Broadband = Mobile Broadband

“Connect the >50% unconnected”
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Internet Statistics 
Q3.2020

India:  
40,6%India:  

59.4%
Africa

TZ: 640 USD for 4 Mbit/s


GH: 600 USD for 5 Mbit/s


KE: 600 USD for 10 Mbit/s


“every single month”

Reality on the ground

“There is no broadband in rural areas” 

(in South of Sahara Africa - SSA)

The Buz model of operators / device 

manufacturer / mobile industry … 
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“Our vision is  
to improve the life of every human  
through free access to information on the 
Internet….”
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SDG 1.4 Equal access to basic 
services

SDG 5.B Use of enabling 
technologies

SDG 9.C universal and 
affordable access

SDG 16.10 ensure public 
access to information 
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Izazi 
InfoSpot
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Village office

Antenna

Internet through mobile network

Installation time: 1,5 h 
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Background: 
Results of DigI project

➡Significantly higher health knowledge (12 months) 

▪ HIV/AIDS – 10.2%  (59% vs 50%)

▪ TB – 12.0% (36% vs 25%)

▪ Cysticercosis (TSCT) - 31.5%  (42% vs 11%)


➡ InfoSpot users 

➡ additional 7-14% knowledge increase

➡ excellent knowledge retainment


➡  97% “have learned”

➡74% “discussed with others”

➡High acceptance of animations as a knowledge 

transfer tool

➡Unintended educational use of the platform
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[Source: Christine Holst, 2022]



Free Access to Health Information 
a basic Human Right
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Digital Health Promotion

“one InfoSpots in each village”

2014: Basic Internet  
«Connect the 

Unconnected»
Kjeller
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Digital Health promotion in the 
Global South (ProDHP) 

➡ Applying the Methodology in two new domains


➡ Building the Community

▪ Creating Awareness, e.g. WHO

▪ UiO & Centre for Global Health

▪Global South


➡ Impact on the ground

▪ Projects, Activities
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ProDHP Methodology
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8+2-step DHP Creation

1. a local needs assessment; 

2. identification of government-approved health promotion 

materials in a non-digital format; 

3. identification of key health messages for each of the five 

relevant domains (prevalence, cause/transmission, signs/
symptoms, treatment and prevention); 


4. creation of a practical and engaging story, easy to understand 
for the general public; 


5. drafting of a storyboard for an animated video with review, 
feedback and revisions; 


6. forward and backward translation from English to Swahili; 

7. audio recording of the story in both languages; 

8. finalisation and presentation for the animations; 


9. Development of relevant quiz questions related to the health 
messages in each domain; and 


10.Development of web and mobile applications to access the 
digital health messages. 

AMR animation

Breast Feeding

(Sexual Violence)

COVID-19
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ProDHP animations

14

AMR animation Breast Feeding

(Sexual Violence)

COVID-19
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Ethiopia did it!

➡ COVID-19 response

▪“free access to health & education”

▪“zero rating”

• Health (MoH): MoH.gov.et 

• Ephi.gov.et & Covid19.et

• Education: National Digital Library 

NDL.ethernet.edu.et


➡ follow-up from discussions after African 
Innovation Week (AIW2019)
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Outreach
➡ Koye Secondary and Preparatory School

▪connected as part of African Innovation Week 
2019

▪DigitalHealthPromotion.eu 


➡ Norhead II: NURTURE project

▪eHealth lab at Univ of Gondar
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http://DigitalHealthPromotion.eu
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Scale-up Tanzania  
Catherine connects schools
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10 schools in Mar2021


10.131 students connected


427 teachers connected

50 schools with Vodacom 

Q1.2022 & 200 schools 
UCSAF Q4.2022
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45 schools connected Sep/Oct 2021

- parallel to 
GIGIconnect first 
phase

- 5 Mbit/s over 
LTE (dedicated SIM 
cards)

- 58 USD/month 
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Siaya county

Kisumu county

sponsored by our 

premium partner Homa Bay county

45 schools,  
27501 students 
connected Sep/Oct 2021

https://basicinternet.org/premium-partner-dent-wireless/


Lessons learned
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Opportunity and Challenges
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Summary

Achievements & Challenges

➡ Applying the Methodology in three 
new domains

▪ AMR, Breastfeeding, COVID-19


➡ Building the Community

▪ Awareness: WHO, CGH

▪Global South: Ethiopia


➡ Impact on the ground

▪ School Connectivity: 55 Schools, 37.362 

students (Q4.2021)

▪ Projects: H2020 SESA, Digital AMR
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Research 
Group

Default outcome in 
all medical domains

Awareness: 
UiO, The Guild, Norad

Impact vs 
Research
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Core people of our DigI team  
(11 partners from 9 countries)
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Christine Holst

UiO - Norway NIMR - Tanzania

UiO - Norway
BasicInternet 
UiO - Norway SUA - Tanzania Orange -  

France
FCI - Rwanda Global Health 

Media - USA

SUA - Tanzania Muhas - Tanzania MoH - Tanzania Mondragon  
University  
- Spain

BasicInternet 
- Serbia

BasicInternet 
- Norway

BasicInternet 
- USA


